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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

·  All candidates must  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners must  m ark 

the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the last . 

·  Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for om issions. 

·  Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to 

their percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie. 

·  There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the mark schem e should 

be used appropriately. 

·  All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the m ark schem e. 

·  Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which marks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay be 

lim ited. 

·  When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

·  Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 

it  with an alternat ive response. 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el  m ar k  b an d   

·  The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a 

level.  Follow these unless there is an inst ruct ion given within a level. 

However, where a level has specific guidance about  how to place an 

answer within a level,  a lw ay s  follow that  guidance. 

 

· 2  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with the presumpt ion that  the m ark will be the higher of the two. 

An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower mark. 

 

· 3  m ar k  b an d s 

Start  with a presumpt ion that  the m ark will be the m iddle of the three. 

An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower mark. 

An answer which is well supported gets the higher m ark. 

 

· 4  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the upper m iddle m ark of 

the four.  

An answer which is poorly supported gets a lower m ark. 

An answer which is well supported and shows depth or breadth of 

coverage gets the higher m ark. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( a) ( i )  •  Chit tagong Hills 1  

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( a) ( i i )  •  Jam una 1  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( a) ( i i i )  •  Mangrove 1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( a) ( i v )  •  Coal 1  

 

 
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( a) ( v )  •  Khulna 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( b ) ( i )  •  Himalayas 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( b ) ( i i )  •  Asia 1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( b ) ( i i i )  •  Cancer 1  

 

 

  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( c)  •  1.  class;  poverty/ affluence;  literacy/ illiteracy;                     

male/ fem ale wages 

•  2.  religion ( I slam / Hinduism) ;  ethnicity      

(m inorit ies/ Bengalis)  

2  

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( d ) ( i )  

•  The growing econom ic interdependence of 

count r ies 

•  Main links are t rade and overseas investm ent ;  also 

foreign aid 

2  

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

1 ( d ) ( i i )  

•  1. foreign (TNC)  investm ent  in RMG indust ry and 

primary products 

•  2. Bangladeshi exports and imports 

•  3. em igrat ion/ rem it tances 

•  4. increasing foreign tourists 

3  

( 1  +  1  

+  1 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

2 ( a) ( i i )  
•  1.  flooding (1)  

•  2.  deposit ion of silt  -  plain gradually built  up with 

successive layers of silt  (1)  

2  

( 1  +  1 )  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

2 ( a) ( i i i )  
•  providing land for food product ion 

•  providing land for set t lem ent  

•  providing a t ransport  corr idor 

2  

(  1  +  1 )  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

2 ( b ) ( i )  

One of:  
•  tem perature 

•  rainfall 

•  wind 

 

 

 

1  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

2 ( b ) ( i i )  

•  cool, dry season (Novem ber -  March)  

•  hot , dry season (March -  May)  

•  monsoon season of heavy rain (June -  October)  

1 m ark for  bare statem ent  of seasons in random  

order.  

 

3  

 

(  1  +  1  

+  1 )  

 

  

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

2 ( a) ( i )  •  Flood plain 1  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
 

I ndicat ive content  

2 ( c)  ·  to reduce flood r isk by building up r iverbanks 

·  to cont rol possible pollut ion 

·  to keep r ivers open for navigat ion 

·  to ensure water supply to people, indust ry and irr igat ion 

Level Mark  Descriptor  

Lev el  

1  
1-2 Lim ited list  of uses m ade of r ivers. 

Lev el  

2  
3-4 Good understanding of r iver uses, but  lit t le at tempt  to ident ify 

the reasons for m anagem ent . 

Lev el  

3  
5-6 Explains at  least  two reasons for r iver  m anagem ent .  Use of 

geographical term inology. Evidence of ‘place’.  

 

  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
Answer  Mark  

3 ( a) ( i )  •  North-east /  Sylhet / close to the eastern border 1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
Answer  Mark  

3 ( a) ( i i )  

Any two of:  
•  coal  

•  oil 

•  lignite 

2  

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

3 ( a) ( i i i )  
•  they cannot  be replaced/ renewed (1)  

•  because they are finite -  they can only be used once (1)  

2  

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

3 ( b ) ( i )  
•  Any event  in nature that  causes death or  injury 

to people and dam age to property. 
2  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark 

3 ( b ) ( i i )  

Any two of:  
•  flood 

•  t idal surge 

•  typhoon 

•  drought  

 

 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 
  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
 

I ndicat ive content  

3 ( c)  

·  forest  resources -  t im ber, fruits, m edicinal plants, honey 

·  deforestat ion and the potent ial loss of these resources 

·  m anagem ent  is largely about  protect ion and conservat ion 

·  m anagem ent  reduces soil erosion 

·  im portance of m angroves in protect ing coast line (prevent ing 

flooding)  

Level Mark  Descriptor  

Lev el  

1  
1-2 Lim ited list  of forest  resources.  

Lev el  

2  
3-4 

Good understanding of forest  resources, but  lit t le at tem pt  to 

ident ify the reasons for m anagem ent  -  i.e.  their  

environm ental and econom ic value.  

Lev el  

3  
5-6 

Understands the value of forest  resources and that  they 

are threatened by deforestat ion -  hence the need for 

m anagem ent . Use of geographical term inology. Evidence 

of a ‘place’. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

4 ( a) ( i )  •  I ncreasing 1  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

4 ( a) ( i i )  

Any on e  of:  
•  bet ter  healthcare 

•  bet ter  diet  

•  bet ter  housing 

•  bet ter  educat ion 

 

 

 

 

1  

 

 

Qu est ion  

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

4 ( a) ( i i i )  

•  Male life expectancy greater  than fem ale in 1981 

•  Situat ion reversed in 2010 with fem ale expectancy 

greater after  this point  

•  Between 1995 to 2005,lit t le difference in life 

expectancies 

•  Difference between life expectancies grows from  2005 

 

 

 

3  

 

( 1 + 1 + 1 )  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

4 ( b ) ( i )  
•  the num ber of people per unit  of space (square m ile /  

km )  
1  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

4 ( b ) ( i i )  •  Locat ion -  nam ed city or region.  1  

 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

4 ( b ) ( i i i )  

Two reasons linked to area nam ed above 

• high rate of natural increase 

• high volum e of rural-urban m igrat ion 

• em ploym ent  opportunit ies and bet ter  available 

services 

 

 

 

2  

 

( 1 + 1 )  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
I ndicat ive content  

4 ( c)  ·  push factors -  unem ploym ent ;  poor qualit y of life;  lack of 

opportunit ies;  civ il /  polit ical unrest  

·  pull factors -  j oining fam ily and fr iends overseas;  bet ter  

employm ent  prospects and wages;  abilit y to send 

rem it tances to support  fam ily 

Level Mark  Descriptor  

Lev el  1  1-2 One-sided list ing of one or two reasons.  

Lev el  2  3-4 A fuller list ing of both push and pull reasons. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Good balance of both push and pull factors, with the 

m inuses and pluses well explained.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark 

5 ( a) ( i )  

Any two of:  
•  poor housing 

•  illiteracy 

•  density of dwelling occupancy 

•  poor health (high infant  m ortalit y)  

•  high unem ployment  

 

 

 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

5 ( a) ( i i )  

Any t w o  of:  
•  less employm ent  and less well-paid em ploym ent  

especially in farm ing 

•  younger, m ore enterpr ising people have m oved 

away 

•  higher bir th rates 

•  lim ited availabilit y of/ access to educat ion 

 

 

 

 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

5 ( a) ( i i i )  

•  Encourage rural to urban m igrat ion 

•  I nvestm ent  in sm all-scale cot tage indust ry 

•  I m proving agricultural product iv ity 

•  I m prove social services/ infrast ructure, especially 

access to educat ion 

 

 

 

 

1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

5 ( b ) ( i )  
•  the growth of towns and cit ies 

•  an increase in the percentage of a populat ion living 

in urban areas 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

5 ( b ) ( i i )  

Any two of:  
•  increasing rural-urban m igrat ion 

•  raised urban bir th rate due to influx of young 

adults 

•  m ass m edia m aking people more aware of urban 

opportunit ies 

•  growth of the Bangladeshi econom y 

 

 

 

 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 
 



 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
 

I ndicat ive content  

5 ( c)  ·  m ore likely to be able to supplem ent  household incom e 

·  play even greater role in RMG indust ry (No. 1 export )  

·  m ore inform ed about  rear ing and educat ing children 

·  bet ter awareness of health, hygiene and diet  issues 

·  less likely to suffer dom est ic abuse and early m arriage 

Level Mark  Descriptor  

Lev el  1  1-2 Describes the plight  of wom en today. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Mainly on present  plight  but  hints at  som e possible 

benefits of im proving the status of wom en.  

Lev el  3  5-6 Explains at  least  two benefits of im proving the status of 

wom en. Uses geographical term inology. 

 
 

 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

6 ( a) ( i )  •  US 1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

6 ( a) ( i i )  

•  they are all developed countr ies 

•  clothing is an im portant  item  in consumer 

spending/ disposable incom e 

•  the locat ion of the biggest  m arket  

•  lack of ‘local’ m anufactur ing 

•  relat ive cheapness of products 

 

 

 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

6 ( a) ( i i i )  

One of the following:  
•  j ute 

•  prawns/ shrim ps 

•  leather/ leather goods 

 

 

 

 

1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

6 ( b ) ( i )  

Any two of:  
•  energy supply 

•  m arkets 

•  t ransport  

•  capital 

•  land 

•  raw m aterials 

•  polit ical stability 

 

 

 

 

 

2  

 

( 1  +  1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

6 ( b ) ( i i )  

Any three of the following:  
•  need for m ore skills 

•  exploitat ion of cheap labour 

•  child labour 

•  poor m anagem ent  

•  lack of governm ent  support  

•  very long working hours 

•  poor health and safety 

•  gender wage different ials 

 

 

 

 

 

3  

 

( 1  +  1   

+  1 )  

 
 



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
 

I ndicat ive content  

6 ( c)  ·  reliance on cost ly seedstock 

·  m oney borrowed to purchase seed etc. 

·  crops need expensive weed and pest  cont rol 

·  greater  reliance on irr igat ion 

·  pressure for change 

·  environm ental im pacts of pest icides, fert ilisers and irr igat ion 

·  farm ers’ st ress 

Level Mark  Descriptor  

Lev el  1  1-2 Lists som e problem s -  not  always correct  /  appropriate.  

Lev el  2  3-4 Explains at  least  two problems.  

Lev el  3  5-6 At  least  two problem s well understood and soundly 

explained. Uses geographical term inology.  

 
 
 

  



 

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

7 ( a) ( i )  •  Tert iary or service sector 1  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

7 ( a) ( i i )  

Any one of:  
•  banking 

•  t ransport  

•  social services 

•  professional services 

 

 

 

 

1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

7 ( a) ( i i i )  

•  it  provides an out let  for goods manufactured in 

the secondary sector  

•  it  provides an out let  for food produced in the 

prim ary sector. 

2  

 

( 1  +  

1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number  
   

Answer  
Mark  

7 ( b ) ( i )  
•  abilit y to read  

•  abilit y to write 

Allow 1 m ark for indicator of educat ion 

2  

 

( 1  +  

1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  
   

Answer  
Mark  

7 ( b ) ( i i )  

Any three of:  
•  per capita GDP 

•  per capita GNI  

•  infant  m ortalit y rate 

•  life expectancy 

•  no. of doctors per 1000 populat ion 

 

 

3  

 

( 1  +  1  

+  1 )  

 

  



 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber  I ndicat ive content  

7 ( c)  ·  provides much needed em ploym ent  

·  helps to counteract  underem ploym ent  

·  boosts household incom e of the poor 

·  produces cheap goods 

·  provides som e basic services 

·  often involves recycling waste 

Level Mark  Descriptor  

Lev el  1  1-2 Lists som e typical act ivit ies. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Lists but  willing to give som e at tent ion to 

importance.  

Lev el  3  5-6 At  least  three reasons for im portance explained. 

Uses geographical term inology.  
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